The Core of Evangelism Lesson 4

Sharing Your Faith Effectively

There are people who come and go, and there are people who always seem to come back.

For years, | wasn't sure which group | belonged to, until life began showing me small, almost invisible signs. The
kind you do not go looking for, but somehow find anyway. Last night, as my wife was settling in for sleep, we
exchanged only a few words.

That was enough for me to pick up my phone and begin writing something | couldn't keep inside any longer.

It wasn'tintention. It wasn't effort. It was simply impulse.

The kind of impulse that appears when giving has become such a natural part of your life that you barely notice it
anymore. Only those who live this way understand what | mean: People open doors for you without being asked.

My neighbor across the street, Peter, rolled my trash can back up to the house because | had forgotten it. He
never told me he did it. He simply did it. A quiet act, almost hidden, yet full of meaning. A few days later, while
mowing my lawn, | reached the section bordering my next-door neighbor's yard. | felt uncomfortable seeing my
side freshly cut while his remained untouched. There was an invisible line separating two different worlds: mine
cared for, his still waiting. So, | decided to put my faith into action.
I mowed his side too. Both sides. A few days later he thanked me. | hadn't had time to trim the edges. | apologized.
He smiled. So, did I. Sometimes grace hides itself in small things nobody notices, yet those things still manage to
change something.
As | reflected on these moments, | realized something. None of them looked like evangelism. Nobody opened a
Bible. Nobody preached a sermon. Nobody engaged in a theological debate. And yet, each one pointed in the
same direction. Because the gospel produces something in people.
It creates patience where there was once hurry.

Generosity where there was once indifference. Service where there was once pride.
Maybe that's why Jesus said the world would recognize His disciples by their love for one another (John 13:35).

Before the gospel comes out of our mouths, it must first pass through our hearts.

All these thoughts were turning in my mind while my wife drifted off to sleep.

Thinking about tomorrow, | quietly told her everything was going to be okay.



Not because | knew it.

But because | believe it.

When a person becomes accustomed to giving, they begin to feel as though they are constantly receiving.

Not as a transaction.

Not as an exchange.

But as a way of life marked by continual self-giving.

Evangelism Begins Before We Speak

There is something deeper behind these simple acts.
Many people think evangelism is primarily about talking about Christ.

Biblically speaking, however, evangelism begins much earlier. It begins when Christ is already being formed
within us.

And this is where we often make a mistake.

Sometimes we present Jesus as someone to be studied, when He presented Himself as someone to be
followed.

The disciples did not first receive a complete course about Jesus.

They received an invitation.

"Follow Me."

They came to know Him by walking behind Him.

They learned who He was by watching how He treated people.

They understood His character by observing His service. They discovered His love by witnessing His sacrifice.
The same is true today. We do not truly know Christ by studying Him from a distance. We know Him by following

Him. Jesus did not come merely to communicate truth.

He came to embody it.



That is why the gospel is not communicated through words alone. It is communicated through a life that
continually reflects the character of the One who transformed it. When we help without expecting repayment,
serve without recognition, and give without keeping score, we reveal an invisible reality: we ourselves have been
touched by a grace we never deserved.

"We love because He first loved us." (1 John 4:19)

Every Christian action begins with a prior action of God. We do not give in order to receive. We do not serve in
order to earn favor. We do not love in order to be accepted. We do these things because we have already been
loved, accepted, and reconciled through Christ. That is why authentic evangelism is not about manufacturing
opportunities to talk about Jesus. It is about following Him so closely that sooner or later someone asks why we
live this way.

As Jesus taught, "It is more blessed to give than to receive" (Acts 20:35).

Sowers, Not Inspector.

Living daily in both the secular and religious worlds makes it difficult to believe that one group is always selfish
and the other always compassionate.

One of my favorite passages is Jesus' parable of the two sons in Matthew 21:28-32.

The one who says, "l won't go," sometimes ends up going. And the one who says, "l will go," sometimes never
does. That is why we must be careful when sowing. Our task is simply to scatter seed, just as in the Parable of
the Sower in Matthew 13. We do not know where it will land. We do not know where it will take root. We do not
know which soil will eventually bear fruit. Our responsibility is not to inspect the ground. Our responsibility is to
SOW.

God takes care of the rest.

The Most Powerful Form of Evangelism

The question is not merely whether we are sharing our faith. The question is whether our faith is producing
something worth sharing. The world may debate our arguments. It may question our doctrines. It may reject our
sermons. But itis much harder to ignore a transformed life.



Ultimately, effective evangelism does not grow out of a strategy. It grows out of a person who has spent so much
time with Jesus that they begin to resemble Him. The first disciples did notimpress the world with their education,
influence, or resources. What captured people’s attention was something much simpler.

Others recognized that they had been with Jesus (Acts 4:13).

Perhaps that is still the most powerful form of evangelism. Before presenting Christ as someone to be known,
we must present Him as someone worthy of being followed. And those who follow Him long enough inevitably
become living evidence that He truly changes lives. In the end, giving is not a gesture.

Itis a path.

And along that path, some people simply pass through... But others always come back.

Questions for Reflection

1. Do my daily actions reflect the character of Christ as clearly as my words speak about Him?
2. Am | presenting Jesus merely as someone to be known, or as someone worthy of being followed?
3. If people observed my life for a week, would they find evidence that | have been with Jesus?
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